[bookmark: _s9pqslt7bc6i]🧹 Full Cleaning Checklist for Vacation Rentals: The Ultimate Guide
Whether you're managing a single vacation home or an entire portfolio of short-term rentals, one thing remains constant: cleanliness can make or break your guest experience. In today's competitive market, where reviews hold the power to boost or damage your occupancy rates, delivering a spotless and welcoming environment is more than a routine—it’s your brand's promise.
For Airbnb hosts and property managers, efficient cleaning isn’t just about hygiene—it’s about creating a sense of trust, comfort, and consistency that keeps guests coming back (and telling their friends). But with quick turnovers, multiple units, and seasonal variations, maintaining high standards requires more than a mop and bucket—it demands a structured system, smart tools, and a clear checklist.
This comprehensive guide will walk you through everything you need—from daily turnover tasks to deep cleaning schedules, safety checks, and tech tools that simplify it all. Whether you’re cleaning yourself or managing a team, use this checklist to keep your properties guest-ready and five-star-reviewed—every time.

[bookmark: _jop3ajarjjjz]✅ General Cleaning Checklist: Every Room Counts
The foundation of every successful turnover. A spotless rental starts with consistent, detailed attention to all shared and private spaces:
· 🗑️ Empty all trash cans (including bathrooms, bedrooms, kitchen) and replace liners

· 🧽 Dust thoroughly: furniture tops, baseboards, windowsills, vents, ceiling fans, picture frames, lamps, electronics

· 🧹 Vacuum/sweep and mop all floors—including corners and under furniture

· 🧼 Disinfect high-touch surfaces: light switches, doorknobs, cabinet handles, remotes, thermostat controls

· 🪟 Clean mirrors, windows, and glass doors inside and out (weather permitting)

· 👀 Inspect for damage or missing items (lightbulbs, decor, remote controls, etc.) and report issues promptly

· 🧴 Restock essentials: paper towels, toilet paper, tissues, hand soap, dish soap, trash bags, sponges

· 🌬️ Air out the space to remove stale odors and ensure good ventilation

· 💡 Check all lighting: replace burnt-out bulbs and test all switches

📌 Pro tip: Keep a restocking checklist for each unit to speed up turnovers and avoid forgotten items.

[bookmark: _62qf15iuxswr]🚿 Bathroom Cleaning Checklist: A Critical Guest Touchpoint
Guests scrutinize bathroom cleanliness—it can make or break a review. Be thorough, consistent, and use professional-grade products.
· 🚽 Scrub and disinfect toilet: base, seat, hinges, and behind

· 🧼 Clean sinks and countertops; polish faucets

· 🚿 Scrub showers/tubs: remove soap scum, mildew, and all hair

· 🧴 Refill toiletries: shampoo, conditioner, body wash, lotion, toilet paper

· 🧺 Replace towels with freshly laundered sets (including hand and face towels)

· 🪞 Shine mirrors and wipe down glass shower doors

· 🧹 Mop and sanitize the floor thoroughly

· 🌬️ Clean ventilation fans to reduce mold and humidity

💡 Use EPA-approved disinfectants and follow CDC & Airbnb Enhanced Cleaning Protocols.

[bookmark: _fi316eaxgqrx]🛏️ Bedroom Cleaning Checklist: Hotel-Worthy Comfort
Guests expect fresh, clean, and cozy sleeping spaces. Here’s how to deliver:
· 🛏 Strip and launder all linens: fitted sheets, pillowcases, duvet covers, mattress protectors

· 🧺 Make beds neatly with fresh, wrinkle-free linens

· 🪑 Dust furniture and décor: headboards, bedside tables, lamps, picture frames

· 👀 Check under beds for trash, dust, or forgotten belongings

· 🧴 Sanitize high-touch areas: remotes, switches, nightstands, door handles

· 🧹 Vacuum or mop all bedroom flooring

· 👕 Tidy closets: provide extra hangers, remove old guest items

· 🌸 Deodorize gently or air out the room—avoid overpowering scents

📌 Optional: Provide a welcome basket or personal touch for a memorable first impression.

[bookmark: _3j1lc35dy8uo]🛋️ Living Room Cleaning Checklist: Where Comfort Meets Clean
This shared space sets the tone for the stay—make it spotless and welcoming.
· 🧽 Dust and wipe: coffee tables, shelves, electronics, lamps, decor

· 🛋️ Vacuum and clean upholstery: remove pet hair, crumbs, and check for stains

· 🧺 Fluff and arrange pillows, throws, and rugs

· 📺 Sanitize remotes and clean screens (TV, smart devices)

· 📚 Tidy magazines, books, board games, and decorative items

· 🧴 Disinfect doorknobs, switches, and handles


[bookmark: _px0m1s5irryd]🍽️ Kitchen Cleaning Checklist: Spotless = Trustworthy
Even if guests don’t cook, they expect a kitchen that’s hygienic and ready for use.
· 🧼 Disinfect countertops, sink, faucet, and backsplash

· 🚪 Wipe all cabinet exteriors and check hardware

· 🔌 Clean all appliances: microwave, fridge (inside/out), oven, stovetop, kettle, toaster

· 🧽 Empty and clean trash & recycling bins

· 🍽️ Run and empty the dishwasher (or hand-wash remaining dishes)

· 🧴 Restock supplies: dish soap, sponge, paper towels, salt/pepper, coffee, filters

· 🧼 Check for old/expired food and clean shelves

· 🧹 Sweep and mop floors for a fresh finish

[bookmark: _xxzabu1ul8a9]📲 Smart Tools: Use a Cleaning Checklist App to Stay in Control
For busy hosts and multi-unit property managers, automation is key.
With tools like Hostify’s Task App, you can:
· 📌 Assign cleaners, define checklists per unit

· ⏱ Track task status and completion time

· 📷 Require before/after photos

· 🔁 Sync with your PMS (like Hostify) to automate cleaning based on check-ins/outs

· ✅ Avoid missed spots or delays, even with same-day turnovers

📲 Popular tools:
· Hostify Task App

· TurnoverBnB

· Breezeway


[bookmark: _2jukyz3j0shv]📅 Cleaning Frequency Guidelines
Cleaning needs vary by property type. Here’s a smart guide:

	Property Type
	Turnover Cleaning
	Deep Cleaning
	Seasonal Maintenance

	City Apartment
	After every stay
	Monthly
	Twice per year

	Beachfront Villa
	After every stay
	Bi-weekly
	Every season

	Mountain Cabin
	After every stay
	Monthly
	Pre/post winter



[bookmark: _ulls31zfthg2]
[bookmark: _2n7nq2m41pcx]🔧 Maintenance + Safety Checks: Prevention is Protection
Add these to your checklist at least monthly (or more often if needed):
· 🔥 Test smoke & CO detectors

· 💦 Check for leaks or mold in kitchens, bathrooms, laundry areas

· 🐜 Inspect for pests and droppings

· 🔐 Ensure all locks & windows work properly

· 🧯 Check fire extinguishers (charge, accessibility)

· 🪛 Note minor repairs: scuffs, loose knobs, broken lights

💡 A 5-minute monthly safety check can prevent costly future problems—and protect your reviews.





